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In the absence of facilities for bathing and if eruhema has* noi de- B^tiws^
veloped, the mustard gas may be neutralized by 'bleach'. The term v't<fiL'*'
'bleach' is used as a contraction of bleaching ponder, the chlorinated
lime of the British Pharmacopoeia \vhich contains not !e*s than 30 per
cent of available chlorine. Stabilized bleaching ponder, containing added
quicklime, retains the available chlorine more securely than does the
ordinary variety of ^bleach". Both forms should be stored in closed
containers, preferably in a cool place. As the unstabilized \arietj con-
tains a small proportion of water it is liable to corrode metal containers.
Bleach ointment is useful, but bleach preparations may irritate the
skin and will certainly aggravate an existing erythema if they are not
removed within a brief period. In fact bleach treatment either b\ an
aqueous preparation or ointment (2 parts of stabilized bleaching
powder to 1 of white mineral jelly) is only of real \alue Vrhen the
application is made immediately after a short exposure to direct con-
tamination with liquid mustard gas, but even in this case \vashing ab
indicated above may be equally efficacious,
The amount of unabsorbed mustard gas which remains on the skin
after vapour-contaminated clothing has been remo\ed is trifling. It
follows, therefore, that practically no further degree of injury occurs
after removal of the clothing. Although it is advisable to adopt the
precaution of thorough washing with soap and water or the use of
bleach when the clothes have been removed, it need not be anticipated
that the degree of injury will be accentuated if these facilities are not
available. In this latter event a dry rub doun can be substituted for
these procedures. The most important preventive measure is immediate
removal of the contaminated clothing.
Contamination by liquid
In the case of contamination by liquid mustard gas the necessity for
rapid removal of clothing and immediate preventive treatment is e\en
more essential. If the removal of the liquid is delayed for five minutes
in a temperate climate, and for a much briefer period in a tropical
climate, vesication will not be prevented. In any event under the most
favourable conditions an erythematous inflammation of the skin will
inevitably result.
Immediate removal of the unabsorbed liquid is the first essential. In \\lpiwtto be
ordinary circumstances the site of contamination should be dabbed avdk**d
with any absorbent material, but wiping the area should be avoided, as
this method of removal will spread the liquid mustard gas over a larger
area than the original site of contamination. If any solvents of mustard Solvents t#
gas are at hand, such as petrol, kerosene, or methylated spirit, the material **l
for the removal should first be soaked in one of them, and successive
applications of the solvent should be made. Care must, however, be
taken to confine the solvent to the area affected and to safeguard the
fingers of the operator.
The liquid can be neutralized by the application of some form of bleach